
DIRKE AND THE SUN'S COURSE IN 
SOPHOCLES' AJTIGONE 

AK7tI dcAtov TO KaOA- 
ALLTOV E7T'ra7rvtAo) avfv 

9Or'ffa TWOV 7TrpOTEpaWV aos' 

cqavOrls 7roT', c XpvEcas 
aL,uEpas fAEXapov, ZLpKaL- 
Wv VTrep pEEOpWv [toAoiaa (Soph. Ant. 100-5) 

THERE has been apparently a universal agreement among commentators' 
on Antigone that either Sophocles was wrong in having the early sun rise over 
Dirke, west of Thebes, or that he chose Dirke rather than Ismenos, which flows 
to the east, as the most representative waterbed. But, curiously enough, they 
fail to realize that Sophocles nowhere in the above passage mentions the sun, 
but rather the sunlight, aK7rs aEAXov TO KWLrrTOV .. .avEv . .. avv . . . . 

PAEXapov . . .oAoovaa where X3AEqapov, eyelid, may not necessarily mean o/_/Ca 
but PXAEapis,2 eyelashes, i.e. the outward-bound sunbeams. Moreover, the 
sun normally rises above an elevation and not over a waterbed, which-unless 
a waterfall-flows on the lowest ground level. The only remaining possibility 
would be that Sophocles refers to the reflection of the sun on the stream: but at 
that time of the day it would have been photometrically impossible. 

Surely, then, Sophocles, in describing the sun's course, imagines the Theban 
elders standing on the upper west side of the hillock of Cadmeia, which, 
naturally, blocks the sun in the early morning; the chorus could have observed 
the sunlight hitting the northern course of Dirke, where the sunlight was un- 
obstructed by the hillock, then moving toward Dirke below the hillock and 
toward them, and at last they could see the sun appear over Cadmeia in the 
east. That is to say, Sophocles is describing not the rising of the sun over the 
horizon but the spreading of the dawn light, which, to a viewer looking west 
from a hill such as the Cadmeia, will seem to spread from the west towards the 
east. 

Any person with common sense and ability of observation can not only 
grasp and enjoy such a natural phenomenon, but also, quite possibly, tell the 
time.3 It seems reasonable that Sophocles not only was certain as to what 
he was referring to but had no doubt that his fellow Greeks, being, like himself, 
very close to nature and early risers, would undoubtedly have been familiar 

enough with such occurrences to transport themselves to the time and place 
of the play without difficulty. The topography of Greece certainly renders this 

phenomenon a daily occurrence for many of its people. 
One may even venture further: if Sophocles composed Antigone to be the 

first tragedy in his trilogy, he might very well have taken advantage of the 

I Nevius, Donaldson, Schneidewin, Wolf, 3 As schoolchildren we knew, without 
Schmelzer, WVecklein, Jebb, Bayfield, Camp- looking at the clock, that when the sunlight 
bell, Muff, and others. hit a certain dry bed in the western plain 

2 eaydv0rs ... a.'xepag fXAEapis N (Aug. below we should be late for school. 

Nauck, p. I44), fAelapov libri. 
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time and the similar topography of the theatre of Dionysus: as the sunlight, 
creeping over Ilissos, approached the lower part of the theatre and the sun 
was about to appear in the east, he could have timed the chorus to make its 
entry. 

Villanova University E. COUGHANOWR 


	Article Contents
	p. [22]
	p. 23

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Classical Quarterly, New Series, Vol. 23, No. 1 (May, 1973), pp. 1-4+1-177+5
	Front Matter [pp.  1 - 3]
	Megarons and ΜΕΓΑΡΑ: Homer and Archaeology [pp.  1 - 21]
	Dirke and the Sun's Course in Sophocles' Antigone [pp.  22 - 23]
	Cleon's Attack against the Cavalry [p.  24]
	The Death of Socrates [pp.  25 - 28]
	A Neglected Regress Argument in the Parmenides [pp.  29 - 44]
	Katharsis as Clarification: An Objection Answered [pp.  45 - 46]
	The Foundation of the Second Athenian Confederacy [pp.  47 - 60]
	ΒΩCΕCΘΕ [p.  60]
	Cultural Interchange over a Water-Clock [pp.  61 - 64]
	Patricians and Plebeians: The Case of the Veturii [pp.  65 - 77]
	Titvs Maccivs Plavtvs [Titus Maccius Plautus] [pp.  78 - 84]
	Terence, Adelphoe 155-9 [pp.  85 - 87]
	Γ and the Miniatures of Terence [pp.  88 - 103]
	Marius and Fortuna [pp.  104 - 107]
	The 'Leges Iudiciariae' of the Pre-Sullan Era [pp.  108 - 126]
	Catullus 8 and 76 [pp.  127 - 143]
	Problems in Ovid's Fasti [pp.  144 - 151]
	Pausanias and the Stymphalian Birds [pp.  152 - 157]
	The Chronology of Galen's Early Career [pp.  158 - 171]
	The Fall of Perennis: Dio-Xiphilinus 72. 9. 2 [pp.  172 - 177]
	Back Matter





